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Marcus: Teaching Biosecurity
JAMIN VER VELDE ('99)

Campus Kudos
NEWS

Matthew Ojo, a senior accounting
major, was chosen as one of only
12 students to attend the annual
Interdisciplinary Liberal Arts
Symposium at Wheaton College in
May of 2018.
Jason Vander Woude (’18)
received an honorable mention
as a National Science Foundation
(NSF) Graduate Fellow applicant.
The NSF recognizes and supports
outstanding graduate students in
science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics who are pursuing
research-based master’s and
doctoral degrees.
Provost Dr. Eric Forseth acted as
a workshop facilitator for both
Western Christian High School and
Unity Christian High School, helping
them develop strategic plans during
the 2017-18 academic year.
Associate Provost Dr. Leah
Zuidema was selected for a 201819 Fulbright U.S. Scholar grant
for the International Education
Administrators (IEA) seminar. Dr.
Zuidema also recently presented
“Taking Action as Teacher Writers,”
“Advancing Scholarship through
Support for Faculty as Writers,” and
“Improving Program Review with
Templates, Data, and Interpretive
Reports" at the Higher Learning
Commission and Council for
Christian Colleges and Universities
conferences.
Blades Hockey will celebrate
its 50th anniversary by hosting
an alumni hockey game during
Defender Days in October. For more
information, contact natevn@dordt.
edu.
Dordt’s debate team, led by
communication professor Bruce
Kuiper, received second place in
overall debate points at NCCFI,
an annual national forensics
competition. Individual students
on the team also received high
placements. Bethany Van Eps
received second place for prose
interpretation, Tony Zou received
an honor for reaching the semifinals
in impromptu speaking, and Joshua
Dorsett received third place in JV
parliamentary debate.
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TEACHING
BIOSECURITY
Handwashing may seem too trivial a habit to address in a
college-level lab, but for agriculture students, handwashing
is a significant biosecurity precaution required in their field.
Biosecurity is basically implementing
“procedures to protect humans or
animals from disease or pathogens
outside of their normal living situation,”
explains Steve Bogaard, natural sciences
lab coordinator.
“For both four-year and
Pro-Tech agriculture
students, biosecurity is a
real-world topic that they
will have to deal with in
S. Bogaard
their future employment
places,” says Bogaard. “From high-end
human pharmaceutical to small family
farms, transferring ‘bugs’ from one
facility to another is a real concern.”
Agriculture students got to see for
themselves how easily “bugs” can spread
and stick around even after quick hand
washes when agriculture professor Dr.
Duane Bajema secretly dusted students’
papers and the lab floor with GloGerm,
a white powder that glows under black
light. After some time had passed,
students had unknowingly dispersed the
GloGerm throughout the lab. Bajema and
Bogaard used a black light to illuminate
the surfaces of the lab—which was now
covered in the powder—to demonstrate
how pervasive contaminants can be.
Students spent the rest of lab testing
how long it took to effectively wash the
GloGerm “bugs” from their hands and
other surfaces.

“It was an important visual experience
because it proved to us how easy it is
to spread bacteria and other substances
from object to person and to anything
else that we touch,” says senior biology
major Emma DeVries. “Some people had
GloGerm on their faces, and it was all
over our clothes. We had even spread
some in the hallway, and we found it
all over the floor and on our shoes from
where we had walked.”
Bajema hopes the memorable
demonstration will stick with his
students as they enter the workforce.
“Students need to understand why
biosecurity protocols are necessary, and
they need to be in a position to teach
others in case they find themselves
supervising workers in the future,” says
Bajema.
“It is easy to get in a routine and become
lax when following procedures,” says
DeVries. “When that happens, mistakes
can be made, and the consequences can
potentially be severe. This lab prompted
me to be more thorough when entering
or leaving an agriculture or lab setting
and to think more about the procedures
that are in place and why.”
LYDIA MARCUS ('17)
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